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The Southern states along the Gulf of Mexico have very different stories. Alabama, the Heart of

Dixie, was a key battleground in the Civil War, as well as during the African American civil rights

movement one hundred years later. In Louisiana, Spanish, French, African, Caribbean, Cajun, and

other influences blended together over centuries to create a unique and fascinating culture.

Mississippi, in the Deep South, is the birthplace of a distinctive form of American music: the blues,

which in turn helped to spawn rock and roll. This book in the LETS EXPLORE THE STATES series

provides information about these three unique states, from their geography, history, and

government to their economy, population demographics, and major cities. Each title in this series

contains color photos, maps, flags, state seals, graphics and back matter including: an index, further

reading lists for books and internet resources, and a series glossary. Mason Crests editorial team

has placed Key Icons to Look for throughout the books in this series in an effort to encourage library

readers to build knowledge, gain awareness, explore possibilities and expand their viewpoints

through our content rich non-fiction books. Key Icons are as follows: Words to Understand are

shown at the front of each chapter with definitions. These words are then used in the prose

throughout that chapter, and are emboldened, so that the reader is able to reference back to the

definitions- building their vocabulary and enhancing their reading comprehension. Sidebars are

highlighted graphics with content rich material within that allows readers to build knowledge and

broaden their perspectives by weaving together additional information to provide realistic and

holistic perspectives. Text Dependent Questions are placed at the end of each c
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